14                       THE    NAZIS    AT    WAR
The great philosophers who made out a case for
Germany as a nation of poets and thinkers tried in vain
to define the German character. Kant and Goethe can
both be quoted for and against their country. The
Nazis use their sayings for propaganda in this war.
Leading British papers reproduce them as anti-German
testimonials.
Many speak of Germany and German characteristics
when they really mean Prussia and Prussianism. Others
remind you that Hitler is, after all, an Austrian.
Nazism has complicated the problem. It has been
smeared over German life like tar. In some cases it has
bitten into the flesh of Germany, In others it is drying
up and falling off bit by bit.
Mine is a composite picture of Nazi Germany to-day.
Some of my informants are active anti-Nazis who risk
their lives every time they try to smuggle their messages
out of Germany. I have not accepted their political
conclusions unreservedly, but I have confined myself
to using the facts in their messages. I can trust them
not to distort the facts. The difficulties facing Nazism
which they describe are not exaggerated. They never hide
the signs of strength in Germany and openly admit the
advantages which their Nazi enemies have in many
aspects.
Other news reaching me from Germany originates from
Nazis. I have no doubt that their purpose and intention
in releasing some of this "information" is to spread
propaganda and mislead me and others in neutral
countries to whom their messages are directed. But
in many cases their reports are instructive to the ex-
perienced student of Nazi affairs. The things they s$y
and the things they hide provide many important pointers
to truth.